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Mid-Summer Update: “Progress and Preparation” 

Dear Members and Friends, 

As we move through the “lazy hazy crazy days of summer,” I thought you might like an update on all the 
projects that we are working on as a community, and how they are “heating up” at Bethel-Bethany     
United Church of Christ.  The leadership has not been “lazy” over the summer. : - ) In fact, we’re making 
progress on a number of projects and doing some important preparation work, as we look toward the     
fall and the future.  Here’s an update on “Progress and Preparation.” Let’s start with the ... 

“Transition Advisory Team”: The Team (Steve Coleman, Steve Grabow, Karin Haug, Sara Johnson, Brian 
Klabunde, Bart Versteegh and Pastor Tim), has met three times to explore alternative models for      
transition from a long term pastoral ministry to the next phase of ministry.  We have been doing some 
reading, research, and have met with Rev. Jane Anderson, our Associate Conference Minister.  On   
Tuesday, August, 9, we will be bringing a preliminary report to the Council. Following two additional 
meetings in Aug. and Sept., we anticipate being able to recommend a few transitional models to the 
Council at their Tuesday, Sept. 13th meeting. The plan is then to schedule conversations with the        
congregation this fall followed by a  decision on a transition process at our State of the Church Meeting 
in Jan 2017.  (For more info, feel free to talk with Bart, myself, or any member of the committee.) 

Pastoral Care Team:  This newly reformed pastoral care group ( Pastor Tim, Kathy Reed, Cindy Reed,   
Cindy Krahenbuhl, Rev. Meredith Anderson, and Rev. Shai Wise), has met twice to organize ourselves  
to provide compassionate care (with the Pastor) to members and friends as they go through times of 
need. (for more info please talk with Kathy Reed). 
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Christian Education:  

   Thanks to Val Sauve’, C.E. Chair, and everyone who 
have been providing enrichment times for Sunday 
School age children, whether there are three kids in 
church or ten. Special thanks to everyone who has 
provided Nursery Care as well.   

   Throughout the summer, the Wednesday Morning   
Bible Study has been gathering on 1st, 3rd (and 5th) 
Wednesdays, with a special focus on the lectionary 
readings from the prophets and the meaning of 
“justice.”   

   The Christian Education Committee is meeting August 
11th and preparing for another great year for our Kids’ 
Rock kids, for those entering a Confirmation process, 
for Youth, and for adults.   

Kids’ Club and 4-H:   

 The Kids’ Club program is on break over 
the summer. My hope is to bring our 
leadership group together in the early 
part of August to talk about our           
important outreach to  neighborhood 
children and families as we move into 
the fall and the coming academic year.  
In addition, there 
has been interest   
in starting a once a 
month family based 
4-H Program.  More 
information on both 
programs will be coming.  
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Evangelism:  The Evangelism Committee met earlier in the summer and will be meeting again later in 
the summer, Thursday, August 18, at 5:30pm. 

 Thanks to everyone who has been volunteering to serve “lemonade on the lawn” or downstairs if it’s 
raining or hot.  In the  fall and throughout the year, we’re planning  to organize social events that will 
be fun and will help us build stronger relationships 

 If you are interested in helping with Urban Immersion, Cathedral Center, Common Ground,       
Neighborhood Ministries, Interfaith Program for Older Adults, UWM Lunch Bunch, making sandwich-
es for Guest House, or developing a new ministry, feel free to talk with  Pastor Tim)  

 As I think about our outreach into the immediate neighborhood, I’m pleased to be able to announce 
that our local neighborhood coalition  have received a grant to develop a plan for building a strong 
neighborhood collaboration that will positively impact the neighborhood from 51st to 60th and Center 
to Burleigh, and hopefully beyond. This group includes:  

 Sherman Park Association of Religious Communities (SPARC) 
  Sherman Park Community Association (SPCA),  
 Sherman Park Northwest Interfaith Program for Older Adults,  
 Common Ground congregations in the neighborhood (Bethel-Bethany, Mt. Calvary Lutheran,              
                                       St. Catherine’s, and Congregation Beth Jehudah) 
 the Business Improvement Districts on Center and Burleigh and others  

Parish House (downstairs):  

Thanks to a generous donation from Lynne 
Woerhle & Holger Foersterling, we are moving 
forward with the improvement of the down-
stairs area of the Parish House. Significant 
cleaning and organizing has been underway, 
thanks to the hard work of members  of our 
C.E. Committee and our Common Ground Core 
Team. The plan (which is not fully developed 
yet) includes new carpeting or floor covering, 
better storage and organization systems for 
adult and children’s/youth Christian Education 
and for meetings, upgraded computer lab, back 
bedroom storage of historical files and other 
materials, and better more flexible use of the 
whole space. 

Parish House (upstairs):  

 We are making significant progress as we upgrade the     up-
stairs apartment of the Parish House including:  

 cleaning out our stored materials 
 painting and furnishing the back bedroom 
  moving the spigot from below the tub line to 

above the tub line 
 removing old tile from the shower & preparing for 

full repair & improvement of the tub and shower. 
 a gas stove was purchased with funds coming from 

the S.E. Association Mission Team and the BB       
Endowment Fund 

 We are still in need of a refrigerator.  
 The space is being prepared for possible use by Seminarians in 
Residence, a Young Adult Service Community participant (a 
UCC post-college year of service), or other mission oriented 
residence programs. 

Sunday August 21  
Fellowship Fun Games  

After church—Location to be announced 

Aug  
21 

Saturday August 20 
Church and Parish House Work Day 

Sign up sheets at church or talk with Bart Versteegh 



Church Improvements and Accessibility (Indoor and Outdoor):  

 Thanks to generous donations from Carol Rotgers and Louise Versteegh, we are moving forward with 
electronic door opener systems for both the front doors of the new addition and the accessible     
bathroom (taking into account safety concerns related to the stairs near that bathroom).  

 Thanks to a generous donation from Chris Chance, we are moving forward with the development of a 
plan to renovate the kitchen. Stainless steel counter tops, a dishwasher, and other improvements have 
been discussed with people who have professional cooking experience or are often lead cooks for BB 
events.   

 In the sanctuary, the plan is to reconfigure a few long and short pews to make space for people with 
wheel chairs within the congregation,  and to open space on the pulpit side of the sanctuary so that 
people can walk behind the piano.   

 Outside, we’re grateful to all the gardeners who have been planting and watering what’s been planted.   
Thanks to a generous donation given by Glenn Grunewald in honor of Evelyn, we are planning to build 
Lannon stone planters: one near the green doors and one near the church sign. 

Progress and Preparation: So, as you can see, the community is not simply taking a break from our        
mission over the summer. Along with all of the above, we’re still worshiping  and serving together and 
seeking “to celebrate and share God’s Love … as an inclusive Christian Church serving the urban and 
global community.” Progress and preparations are being made. Check out the rest of the  newsletter 
for additional ways that you can be involved. 

Onward Guided by God to live in the Way of Jesus Empowered by the Spirit,  Pastor Tim 

Recent Prayers  

Condolences to: 

 Stanley Davis’ sister, whose husband died. 

      Kiyo Smith and Joya Colon-Berezin on the passing of 

Kiyo’s mother. 

 Dallas and Diane Warner on the passing of Dallas’ mother. 

Prayers of healing for: 

Holger Foersterling and Lynne Woehrle, Rev. Tito Cevallos, our 

Parish House guest, Michael (Val Sauve’s nephew), Pastor Con 

Saviero, entering hospice, Kathy (Carolyn Pauls’ stepmom, Jeanne 

Perkins (Pastor Tim’s mom, Michael Erdman, Erich Cincotta, Mary 

Jane Huber’s brother. 

Prayers for 

Flo Holland, Charlie Sexton, Mike Thurk, Shirley Klumb, Lucinda 

Gordon, Trinaka Jamison-Finger, Yolanda Coleman 

 

August  B i r thdays  

Mark Perry Sr. 2 

Bianca Staeven  3 

Adrian Luna 5 

Katie Torbenson 6 

Michael Jines  7 

Elizabeth Koehler 7 

Zach Komes 7 

Darci Neuenschwander    7 

Claire VanZile Wise 7 

Norm Hanson 11 

Trinaka Jamison Finger  16 

Margaret Redemann 17 

Cindy Krause 20 

John Hostmeyer 21 

Kevin Wolf 21 

Meghan Neuenschwander 25 

Katy Ferguson 29 

Matthew Finger 31  
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Church Staff 
Pastor                  Rev. Dr. Tim Perkins 
Ministers             All Members 
Music Director     Deborah Cincotta 
Admin. Asst.        Lisa Quinn 
Associates:          Rev. Shai Wise 

 

Bethel-Bethany UCC 

2866 N. 54th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53210 

August Edition 

Return Address Requested 

 

July 31—10am Worship, Nursery, Kids’ Rock, 

 Fellowship 

Aug 2—5:30 pm Community of Practice 

Aug 3—9:30 am Bible Study    

   5:30 pm Common Ground Core Meeting 

Aug 4—6 pm Meet the Candidates at Sherman Perk 

Aug 5-6—BB Camping at Long Lake 

Aug 7—10am Worship-with Rev. Tom Bentz,         

Communion, Nursery, Fellowship 

Aug 9—6:30 pm Council 

Aug 11—5:30 pm Christian Ed Meeting 

Aug 14—10am Worship  - Nursery, Kids’ Rock Summer, 

Laura Tiffany’s Last Sunday, Fellowship 

 3:00 pm South Side Soccer Action (Common 

Ground) 

Aug 15—6 pm Crime and Safety Meeting—Mt. Calvary   

Lutheran 

Aug 16—2 pm—EPiC Meeting at Tricklebee Café 

Aug 17—9 am Bible Study 

Aug 18—5:30 pm Evangelism 

Aug 20—8:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

   9-Noon -Church Work Day 

Aug 21—10am Worship  - Nursery, Kids’ Rock Summer, 

Musician Rose Marie Knoth, Fellowship 

 AFTERNOON—CHURCH PICNIC—check bulletins 

for details 

Aug 23—6 pm  Transition Advisory Team Meeting 

August 28—10am Worship—Rev. Meredith Anderson 

preaching, Kids’ Rock, Nursery, Fellowship 

Office Hours in August 

The BB office will be closed August 1-14 as our Admin Assistant 

Lisa Quinn heads off to Scotland for two weeks.  

Please contact Pastor Tim directly. 

Resuming Aug 15: Office Closed on Mondays.  

Open Thursdays 9-4 and by Appointment rest of the week 

 Church Leaders 
President  Bart Versteegh 
Vice Pres.  Sara Johnson 
Secretary    Nicola Smith 
Treasurer    Kevin Wolf 
Finance Sec.  Jeanne Fehr 
Finance Asst.  Brian Klabunde 
             Council–at-large 
Theresa Dawson     Vieantay Lucas 
Bob Burton Bill Koehler 
Maris Fried 

August  Calendar  


